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St. John’s Church of England Primary School
	· timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year for key stages 1 to 3
· access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice
· a school choir or vocal ensemble
· a school ensemble, band or group
· space for rehearsals and individual practice
· a termly school performance
· opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year


Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2024 - 2025

	Date this summary was published
	22nd September 2024

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	22nd September 2025

	Name of the school music lead
	Leah Coyne

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	-

	Name of local music hub 
	Kent Music

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Singing Partnerships at Canterbury Cathedral 
Singing Out Programme at King’s School



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
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Part A: Curriculum music
	Our curriculum has been designed and informed by the Model Music Curriculum (March 2021) the non-statutory guidance for teaching music in Key Stages 1-3.  The curriculum is shared on our webpage and includes a progression of skills from Nursery through to Year 6.  The curriculum is laid out into four musical areas:  singing, listening and appraising, composing and musicianship.
Music is taught explicitly each week for 45 minutes in years 1-6 and is woven throughout the EYFS curriculum as part of their day-to-day routines and lessons.  Pupils from EYFS to Year 6 participate in Choral worship every week and learn songs to sing for whole school celebrations, such as The Harvest Festival and Christmas Carol Services.
All pupils have the opportunity to learn and play a tuned instrument. Whilst year 1 and 2 learn to play the chime bars, year 3 and 4 learn the recorder and year 5 and 6 learn the ukulele, each year group will continue to play and compose using the tuned instrument previously taught.
Year 1 and 2 – Chime bars/glockenspiels
Year 3 and 4 – Recorder, chime bars/glockenspiels
Year 5 and 6 – Ukulele, recorder, chime bars/glockenspiels
Early Years and Year 2 perform their Christmas Nativity, while Year 1 learn two new Christmas songs to perform at the Year 2 event. Year 6 have their final production in the summer term, and throughout the year all year groups take part in Harvest and Easter services.


[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	After school choir:
Pupils in KS2 (year 3-6) have the opportunity to join the school choir.  They learn a range of songs from pop and musical numbers to Christmas carols.  The choir is invited to perform each year at ‘Beautiful Noise’ part of the Canterbury Festival and at the Colyer-Fergusson Music Hall at Kent University.  Pupils learn songs and perform them on stage with other local primary schools and a live brass brand.

Partnerships:
Through our partnership with Canterbury Cathedral, a singing teacher comes into our school each week to teach singing skills to our KS1 classes.  This partnership supports our singing curriculum as well as up-skilling classroom teachers.  KS1 classes play the chime bars along to the beat and add percussion instruments to these songs and perform them in front of an audience each term.  They perform to a range of audiences, including key stage assemblies, in front of a paired class or for their parents.  Pupils in KS1 can join the KS1 choir; run and lead by the singing lead at the Cathedral, which takes place during school hours.
Pupils in KS2 have the opportunity to work with the Cathedral and have been invited to sing as part of their local services with other schools each year.  Pupils can also audition and become a chorister for weekly Cathedral Services.
Through our partnership with King’s School and their Sounding Out programme, 4 pupils in Year 4 have the opportunity to take instrument lessons every Saturday for two years.  King’s School run the workshop every Saturday, teach the lesson and provide pupils with an instrument for the duration of the programme.  This funded programme allows pupils to learn an instrument at just £3 per lesson.
Kent Music:
Ensembles
Kent Music, our local Music Hub delivers an ensemble Club after school hours (KS2).  The club allows pupils to apply their musical knowledge and skills to a range of ensemble opportunities, which can strengthen musicianship skills and provide them with a wealth of transferable skills.  Instruments in the ensemble include piano, violin, percussion and voice. It is best advised joining the ensemble group at the beginning of a term so that pupils can learn new songs from the start rather than mid-way through a term.
Instrument Lessons
At St. John’s we currently offer piano and violin lessons that run throughout the school day every Friday.  You can apply for one-to-one, paired or group lessons through the Kent Music Website: https://www.kent-music.com/music-lessons/ There are a range of instruments that you can learn from a Kent Music Teacher at school or at a local music centre.  
Students with Lessons in Kent Schools: If you have an approved lesson with any music provider in a Kent school, you can apply for financial assistance.  There are many financial support options available to support families with the cost of the lessons and/or instrument hire https://www.kent-music.com/financial-assistance/
Students can also join a musical group or local music group; more details can be found here https://www.kent-music.com/groups/music-centres/ Kent Music’s Music Centres are vibrant, supportive hubs across Kent, offering a warm welcome to music lovers of all ages. Whether you’re a beginner or an advanced musician, their centres provide fantastic opportunities to learn, play, and connect with others in the community.  Kent Music’s centres offer a range of instrumental and vocal lessons, diverse and exciting music groups, and talented, supportive local teachers.


Part C: Musical experiences
	A list of musical performances and enrichments are outlined on our website: https://www.stjohns-canterbury.kent.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=67&type=pdf
The Marlowe Theatre is a great local resource and place where different year groups can plan to go and see musical shows.  Year groups will let parents know of any additional costs and events with plenty of time so that all pupils can participate in any planned live performances.
There are many opportunities for visitors to come into our school to provide musical shows, workshops and performances. In the past we have had djembe drumming workshops and ‘Bach to The Future’ musical showcase delivered by Kent Music.  These visitors enhance our curriculum and give pupils extra opportunities to learn new instruments and understand more about music.


In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	At St. John’s we have been recognised for the value we put on music and our music curriculum and have been awarded Music Mark status 2023 – 2024 and 2024 – 2025. 
We are committed to improving our curriculum and would further like to develop the following areas:
· Increased opportunities for each year group to perform to an audience and ensure there are planned opportunities for this to happen each term.
· Ensure pupils have access to and enjoy a live performance once a year.
Ensure appropriate adaptations and support are in place for all pupils with special educational needs (SEND).  
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