
 

  

 

 

 

 

1 
Transcription / Word Handwriting Sentence Punctuation  Composition 

End of year expectations  Planning: 

 I can plan or say out loud what I am going to write about. 

 I can compose a sentence orally before writing. 

 

 Writing: 

 I can sequence sentences to form short narratives  

 I can write in a variety of different genre including: poetry, real 

events, fictional experiences and for different purposes. 

 I can use and apply what I have learnt through sentence and 

word work 

 

 Evaluating:  

 I can re-read what I have written to check that it makes sense. 

 I can read aloud my writing clearly enough to be heard by my 

peers and the teacher 

 I can evaluate what I have written with the teacher or another 

pupil. 

 I can make phonetically plausible 

attempts at words I have not yet learnt. 

 I accurately spell all year 1 words 

 I can add the taught prefixes and 

suffixes I have been taught correctly 

including ‘s’ or ‘es’ 

 I can write simple sentences dictated by 

the teacher. 

 I can form lower-case letters of a 

consistent size 

 I am starting to join letters that 

are in the same ‘handwriting 

family’ 

 I can write capital letters and 

digits  

 I can use spacing between 

words that reflects the size of the 

letters. 

 I can use coordinating conjunctions: ‘and’ 

 I can use and identify statements, questions and 

exclamations. 

 I can confidently use a range of adjectives for 

effect 

 I can write simple sentences for memory dictated 

by the teacher 

 I can use spaces to separate 

words 

 

 I can use capital letters, full 

stops, question marks and 

exclamation marks to 

demarcate sentences 

 

 I can use capital letters for 

names of people, places, 

the days of the week, and 

the personal pronoun ‘I’ 

6.3 Mastering 

I can confidently spell words containing the 40 

phonemes. 

 

6.3 Mastering 

I am beginning to join my 

handwriting with increasing 

consistency 

6.3 Mastering 

I can write a series of sentences, using a 

range of punctuation. 

6.3 Mastering 

I can write a series of 

sentences, using a range 

of punctuation. 

6-2  I can spell words containing the 

40 phonemes. 

 I can confidently use letter 

names to distinguish between 

different spellings with the same 

sound. 

 I can add the prefix ‘un’ and 

recognise its impact. 

 I understand and use singular 

and plural 

6-2  I can write letters that 

are all a consistent size 

 I can join some letters 

that belong to the 

same ‘handwriting 

families’ 

 I can form full stop, 

question mark and 

exclamation mark 

6-2  I can use the conjunction ‘and’ and 

start to explore others  

 I can use a series of simple sentence 

structures which may be repeated to 

write a story or recount. 

 I can write a statement, question and 

exclamation appropriately  

 I can use adjectives to create an effect 

6-2  I can use capital 

letters for proper 

nouns. 

 I can  use 

exclamation marks 

to demarcate 

sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sounds 
6-1 6-1 6-1 6-1 

    Spell: 

 words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught 

 common exception words 

 the days of the week 

 Name the letters of the alphabet: 

 naming the letters of the alphabet in order 

 using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of 

the same sound 

 Add prefixes and suffixes: 

 using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for 

nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs 

 using the prefix un– 

 using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the 

spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, 

eating, quicker, quickest] 

 Apply simple spelling rules and guidance 

 Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher 

that include words using the GPCs and common exception 

words taught so far. 

 

See appendix 1 and 2, National Curriculum- Year 1 

5-2  5-2  5-2  5-2  

  I can apply simple spelling rules. 

 I can recall the letters of the 

alphabet from memory. 

 I can add ‘ed’, ‘er’, ‘est’ and 

‘ing’ to a basic root word  

 I can spell the days of the week. 

 I can understand the difference 

between singular and plural. 

  I can  write lower case 

letters in the correct 

direction, starting and 

finishing in the correct 

place  

 I can form capital 

letters correctly 

 I am beginning to 

identify letters that 

belong to the same 

‘handwriting families’ 

  I can use the conjunction ‘and’  

 I can use a simple sentence structure.  

 I can use a question 

 I can use an exclamation  

 I can use adjectives (colour, shape, 

size, emotion) 

  I can  use capital 

letters, full stops, 

question marks to 

demarcate 

sentences 

 I understand what 

a sentence is and 

that it has a 

capital letter and 

a full stop 

 I understand what 

punctuation is 

5-1 5-1 5-1 5-1 

    

4-2  4-2  4-2  4-2  

  I can spell common exception 

words. 

 I can add ‘ing’ to basic root 

words (verbally) 

 I know a verb as a ‘doing word’. 

  I can sit correctly at the 

table. 

 I can hold a pencil 

comfortably and 

correctly. 

 I can write lower case 

letters in the correct 

direction, starting and 

finishing in the correct 

place  

 I can form the digits 0-9 

 

  

 I can understand what a statement is. 

 I can understand what a question is. 

 I can understand what an exclamation 

is. 

I can use a simple sentence structure. 

 

  I can leave spaces 

between my words 

to help the reader 

see what I have 

written. 

 

 I understand what 

a word is. 

 4-1 4-1 4-1 4-1 

    

Terminology 
Letter, capital letter, word, singular plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, explanation mark 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
Transcription / Word Handwriting Sentence Composition Punctuation  

End of year expectations 

 I can add suffixes to spell longer words 

(ful, less, ment, ness) 

 I can confidently write simple sentences 

dictated by the teacher using GPC’s, 

exception words and punctuation 

 I can use the suffixes ‘er’, ‘est’ in 

adjectives and ‘ly’ to turn adjectives into 

adverbs 

 I can write capital 

letters and digits of the 

correct size, orientation 

and relationship to one 

another and to lower 

case letters 

 I can use coordinating conjunctions: ‘and, or, but’  

 I can use subordinating conjunctions such as: 

when, if, that, because 

 I can use and identify statements, questions, 

exclamations and commands 

 I can use adjectives to add information about a 

noun 

 I can consistently use the present and past tense of 

verbs 

 I can identify imperative verbs 

 I can use a range of writing genres. 

 I can construct and use a plan to order my writing. 

 I can proof read to make improvements to 

spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

 I can read aloud my writing with intonation, to 

make the meaning clear.   

 I can use spaces to separate words 

 I can use capital letters, full stops, question 

marks and exclamation marks to demarcate 

sentences 

 I can use capital letters for proper nouns 

 I am beginning to use apostrophes for 

contractions e.g. don’t 

 I am beginning to use apostrophes for 

possession  

 I am beginning to use commas in a list. 

 I can identify “inverted commas” (speech 

marks) in a text. 

9-3 Mastering 

I am beginning to attempt more 

complex sentences and more 

ambitious words 

9-3 Mastering 

I can write with 

increasing fluency at 

a good pace. 

9-3 Mastering 

My sentences employ a wide range of 

organizational devices that convey my 

intended meaning. 

9-3 Mastering 

I can write imaginatively, engaging the 

reader using a variety of devices. 

9-3 Mastering 

I can use an increasing variety of 

punctuation effectively and 

accurately 

9-2  I can add suffixes to spell 

longer words (ful, ly) 

 I can write simple 

sentences using 

exception words and 

punctuation. 

9-2  I can use 

spacing 

between 

words that 

reflects the 

size of the 

letters. 

9-2  I can use appropriate conjunctions in my 

writing ‘and, but, when, if, or, because, 

that,’ 

 I can select appropriate sentences for 

effect. 

 I can use appropriate adjectives in my 

writing 

 I am beginning to use appropriate 

imperative verbs  

 I can consistently use the present and 

past tense of verbs in my writing. 

9-2  I can write for different purposes. 

 I can write a simple plan including new 

vocabulary. 

 I can recognise verb agreement in my 

writing. 

9-2  I can use apostrophes for 

contractions. 

 I can use apostrophes for 

possession. 

 I can use commas to form a list. 

     

9-1 9-1 9-1 9-1 9-1 

     

8-2  8-2  8-2  8-2  8-2  

  I am able to use different  ways 

of spelling long vowel 

phonemes 

 I can write simple sentences 

using Grapheme Phoneme 

Correspondences (GPC). 

  I am joining 

my words 

more 

consistently 

  I can consistently use ‘and’ or ‘but’ to 

join my sentences. 

 I can use subordinating conjunctions 

such as: when, if, that, because 

 I can use and identify statements, 

questions, exclamations and commands. 

 I can use adjectives to add information 

about a noun 

 I can identify imperative verbs 

 I can use the past and present tense  

verbs correctly 

 I can use simple gender forms. 

 I can use a string of capital letters for 

effect 

  I can write simple narratives from 

personal experiences 

 I can create a simple written plan. 

 I am beginning to independently reread 

to check my writing makes sense. 

  I can use capital letters, full stops, 

question marks and explanation 

marks to demarcate sentences 

 I can use capital letters for proper 

nouns. 

 I am beginning to use apostrophes 

for contractions e.g. don’t 

 I am beginning to use apostrophes 

for possession  

 I am beginning to use commas in a 

list. 

 I can identify inverted commas in a 

text 

8-1 8-1 8-1 8-1 8-1 

     

7-2  7-2  7-2  7-2  7-2  

  I can segment spoken words 

into phonemes and represent 

these using graphemes spelling 

many correctly 

 I can write simple sentences 

dictated by the teacher 

  I can form 

lower-case 

letters of the 

correct size 

relative to 

one another 

  I can use ‘and’ or ‘but’ to join my 

sentences. 

 I can identify subordinating conjunctions 

within a text 

 I can identify statements, questions, 

exclamations and commands. 

 I can identify adjectives and their effect 

on the reader 

 I can identify past and present tense 

verbs. 

  With support I can to write simple 

narratives from personal experiences 

 I need to plan or say out loud what I am 

going to write 

 I can reread my writing with the teacher 

to check for improvements 

  I can explain why a proper noun 

needs a capital letter. 

 I can explain how an apostrophe is 

used to form a contraction. 

 I can identify different apostrophes 

and discuss how they are used. 

 I can explain what a comma does. 

 I can use capital letters, full stops in 

my sentences. 

 I can use spaces to separate words 

 

 

7-1 7-1 7-1 7-1 7-1 

     

Terminology 
 

Letter, capital letter, word, singular plural, sentence, punctuation, full stop, question mark, explanation mark 



 

  

 

 

3 
Transcription / Word Handwriting Sentence Punctuation  Composition 

End of year expectations  Planning: 

 I can talk about a genre of writing identifying is 

structure, vocabulary and grammar. 

 I can discuss and record my ideas 

 Draft and write: 

 I can compose and rehearse sentences orally 

improving them through a range of varied and rich 

vocabulary and range of sentence structures. 

 I can organise my writing in paragraphs around a 

theme 

 I can use the features of non-narrative material 

 I can create settings, characters and plot in narrative 

writing. 

 I can write in a variety of genres. 

 Evaluating:  

 I can proof read my work to check for spelling, 

grammar and punctuation errors. 

 I can assess the effectiveness of my own and others 

writing. 

 I can propose changes to grammar and vocabulary 

to improve consistency including the accuracy of 

pronouns 

 I can read aloud to a group or class using the 

appropriate intonation and control the tone and 

volume so that the meaning is clear. 

 I can evaluate what I have written with the teacher 

or another pupil. 

 I can confidently use a range of 

sentence openers to create variety 

and effect. 

 I can confidently use a range of 

adjectives and adverbs to create 

variety and effect. 

 I can use the first two or three letters of 

word to check its spelling in a 

dictionary. 

 I understand the words ‘omit; 

omission’, possess; possession’ in 

relation to the use of apostrophes. 

 I use the determiner a/an correctly in  

all forms of writing 

 I can write legibly with letters of 

consistent size and orientation in a 

cursive style 

 I can use pronouns appropriately for clarity 

 I can express time, place and cause using 

conjunctions (when, before, after), adverbs (then, 

next, soon), or propositions (before, after, during) 

 I can identify the main and subordinate clause in a 

sentence 

 I know that paragraphs are a way to group related 

materials 

 I can use imperative, regular and irregular verbs 

accurately when required in a range of genre 

 I can write, from memory, simple sentences 

dictated by a teacher with the correct punctuation 

 Continue to use a variety of 

punctuation for effect. 

 I can use inverted commas to 

punctuate direct speech. 

 

12-3 Mastering 

I can use my skills across a range 

of writing across the curriculum 

12-3 Mastering 

I can write fluently, at 

reasonable speed  

12-3 Mastering 

My writing employs a variety of structures 

to vary my sentences. 

12-3 Mastering 

I can use commas and inverted 

commas accurately in a range 

of writing 
12-2  I can develop my repertoire 

of sentence openers  

 I can consider the impact 

that different adjectives have 

in my writing  

 I consistently use the correct 

determiner. 

12-2  I correctly form my 

ascenders and 

descenders 

12-2  I can use the main clause in a sentence. 

 I am beginning to identify the 

subordinate clause in a sentence.  

 I can use nouns or pronouns 

appropriately to avoid repetition. 

 I am beginning to use a range of regular 

and irregular verbs. 

 I can accurately use proposition to show 

position of objects in relation to one 

another. 

12-2  I can punctuate speech 

accurately in my writing. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

12-1 12-1 12-1 12-1 

    

Sounds 

 The /ɪ/ sound spelt y elsewhere than at the end of 

words e.g. myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery 

 The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou e.g. young, touch, double, 

trouble, country 

 Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey e.g. 

vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, obey 

 Words with the /k/ sound spelt ch (Greek in origin) 

e.g. scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character 

 Words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch (mostly French in 

origin) e.g. chef, chalet, machine, brochure 

 Prefixes - dis–: disappoint, disagree, disobey , mis–: 

misbehave, mislead, misspell (mis + spell), in–: 

inactive, incorrect 

 Suffix –ly e.g. sadly, completely, usually (usual + ly), 

finally (final + ly), comically (comical + ly) 

 Words which are often misspelt when prefixes and 

suffixes are added , disappear (add dis to appear), 

disappoint (add dis to appoint), beginning, business, 

necessary, unnecessary, necessarily  

 Become familiar with the term word classes ; form 

some nouns using prefixes such as super_; anti_; 

auto_: and find out what they mean. Words with 

similar spelling patterns can be referred to as a word 

class 

See appendix 1 and 2, National Curriculum (Year 3/4) 

11-2  11-2  11-2  11-2  

  I can use a variety of 

sentence openers to add 

interest 

 I can use selected adjectives 

to create variety and add 

impact 

 I can use the first two or three 

letters of word to check its 

spelling in a dictionary. 

 

  I understand which 

letters are best left un 

joined (as per school 

scheme) 

  I can use a variety of conjunctions, 

adverbs and prepositions to express time 

and cause.  

 I am developing the use of the main 

clause in a sentence. 

 I can plan to use paragraphs to group 

related material. 

 I can identify regular and irregular verbs. 

 I understand the difference between a 

clause and a phrase. 

 I can use proposition to show position of 

objects in relation to one another. 

  I can use speech 

appropriately in my writing. 

  

11-1 11-1 11-1 11-1 

    

10-2  10-2  10-2  10-2  

  I can develop the range of 

time and linking words used 

to start sentences 

 I can classify adjectives. 

 I can develop my use of 

adverbs  

 I understand how to use the 

determiner a or an according 

to whether the next word 

begins with a consonant or 

vowel. 

  I can write capital letters 

and digits of the correct 

size, orientation and 

relationship to one 

another and to lower 

case letters 

 I can use spacing 

between words that 

reflects the size of the 

letters. 

 I am beginning to use 

the lead in and lead out 

strokes to join my letters 

(see school h/writing 

policy) 

  With support I can use a variety of 

conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to 

express time and cause.  

 With support I can identify and 

understand the main clause in a 

sentence. 

 I understand the term paragraph as a 

way of grouping related material. 

 I understand what a noun or pronoun is 

and I am beginning to use these in my 

writing. 

 I understand what is meant by imperative 

verbs (bossy verbs). 

 I understand the term preposition in 

relation to position 

 

 

  I can confidently use 

capital letters and full stops 

to demarcate a sentence. 

 

10-1 10-1 10-1 10-1 

    

Terminology 
Adverb, preposition conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter, inverted commas (or speech marks)

  



  

 

 

 
4 

Transcription / Word Handwriting Sentence Punctuation  Composition 

End of year expectations Planning: 

 I can talk about a genre of writing identifying is structure, 

vocabulary and grammar. 

 I can discuss and record my ideas 

Draft and write: 

 I can compose and rehearse sentences orally improving them 

through a range of varied and rich vocabulary and range of 

sentence structures. 

 I can organise my writing in paragraphs around a theme 

 I can use the features of non-narrative material 

 I can create settings, characters and plot in narrative writing. 

 I can write in a variety of genre. 

Evaluating:  

 I can proof read my work to check for spelling, grammar and 

punctuation errors. 

 I can assess the effectiveness of my own and others writing. 

 I can propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 

consistency including the accuracy of pronouns 

 I can read aloud to a group or class using the appropriate 

intonation and control the tone and volume so that the meaning 

is clear. 

 I can evaluate what I have written with the teacher or another 

pupil. 

 I use specific nouns and powerful verbs effectively 

and purposefully  

 I can use pronouns to avoid repetition or 

ambiguity  

 I use a fronted adverbial correctly using  a 

comma 

 I can explain and demonstrate the difference 

between plural and possessive ‘s’ 

 I can use the standard English forms verb 

inflections (e.g. we were not we was) 

 I can use the first two or three letters of word to 

check its spelling in a dictionary. 

 I can use the diagonal and 

horizontal strokes that are 

needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when 

adjacent to one another, are best 

left un-joined 

 I am increasing the legibility, 

consistency and quality of my 

handwriting; for example, by 

ensuring that the down strokes of 

letters are parallel and 

equidistant; that lines of writing 

are spaced sufficiently so that the 

ascenders and descenders of 

letters do not touch. 

 I can use the present perfect form of verbs 

in contrast to the past tense 

 I can use pronouns appropriately to avoid 

repeating the noun 

 I can express time, place and cause using 

conjunctions (when, before, after), adverbs 

(then, next, soon), or propositions (before, 

after, during) 

 I can identify the main and subordinate 

clause in a sentence 

 I can use paragraphs as a way to group 

related material 

 I can use fronted adverbials 

 I can write, from memory, simple sentences 

dictated by the teacher with the correct 

punctuation 

 I can use inverted commas 

and other punctuation to 

punctuate or indicate direct 

speech 

 I can use commas after 

fronted adverbials 

 I can use a comma to mark 

a pause in a complex 

sentence.  

 I can indicate possession by 

using the possessive 

apostrophe with plural nouns 

 

15.3 Mastering 

I can use all the appropriate rules accurately in 

my writing 

15.3 Mastering 

I can write fluently at length in a 

legible style 

15.3 Mastering 

My sentences are varied in structure in 

order to create different effects 

 

I can explain what the present perfect 

form of verbs means. 

15.3 Mastering 

My writing includes 

accurately punctuated 

speech where appropriate 

Sounds 
15-2  I can confidently use nouns and 

pronouns. 

 I can use fronted adverbials 

 I can use and apply each of the rules 

within my writing 

15-2  I am increasing the 

legibility, consistency 

and quality of my 

handwriting 

15-2  I can correctly use the present 

perfect tense in contrast to the 

past tense in my work 

 I use pronouns accurately in my 

work. 

 I use these accurately in my work. 

 I can use a variety of sentences 

with more than one clause. 

 I can demonstrate my 

understanding in my writing. 

15-2  I can use speech 

appropriately in 

my writing. 

 I can accurately 

use commas in 

speech and lists in 

my writing  

 I can demonstrate 

my understanding 

in my writing. 

    

 Words with endings sounding like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/ e.g. measure, 

treasure, pleasure, enclosure, creature, furniture, picture, nature, 

adventure 

 Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc (Latin in origin) e.g. science, 

scene, discipline, fascinate, crescent 

 Endings which sound like /ʒən/ e.g. division, invasion, confusion, 

decision, collision, television 

 Endings which sound like /ʃən/, spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian 

e.g. invention, injection, action, hesitation, completion 

expression, discussion, confession, permission, admission, 

expansion, extension, comprehension, tension, musician, 

electrician, magician, politician, mathematician 

 Ending with the /g/ sound spelt –gue and the /k/ sound spelt –

que (French in origin) e.g. league, tongue, antique, unique 

 Suffix –ation e.g. information, adoration, sensation, preparation, 

admiration 

 suffix –ous e.g poisonous, dangerous, mountainous, famous, 

various, tremendous, enormous, jealous, humorous, glamorous, 

vigorous, courageous, outrageous, serious, obvious, curious, 

hideous, spontaneous, courteous 

 Prefixes – re- (re–: redo, refresh, return, reappear, redecorate), 

sub-( sub–: subdivide, subheading, submarine, submerge), inter-( 

inter–: interact, intercity, international, interrelated (inter + 

related)  

 Possessive apostrophe with plural words e.g. girls’, boys’, babies’, 

children’s, men’s, mice’s 

 Homophones and near-homophones e.g. accept/except, 

affect/effect, ball/bawl, berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare, 

grate/great, groan/grown, here/hear 

 Words which are often misspelt when prefixes and suffixes are 

added , disappear (add dis to appear), disappoint (add dis to 

appoint), beginning, business, necessary, unnecessary, 

necessarily  See Appendix 1 and 2, National Curriculum 

(year3/4) 

 

15-1 15-1 15-1 15-1 

    

14-2  14-2  14-2  14-2  

  I can choose specific nouns and 

powerful verbs depending on the 

purpose of my writing 

 I am beginning to use fronted adverbials 

 I can compare the apostrophe for 

omission with the apostrophe for 

possession. 

 I can explain and demonstrate the 

difference between plural and 

possessive ‘s’ 

 I can use the standard English forms verb 

inflections (e.g. we were not we was) 

 I can use the first two or three letters of 

word to check its spelling in a dictionary. 

  I can use the diagonal 

and horizontal strokes 

that are needed to join 

letters and understand 

which letters, when 

adjacent to one 

another, are best left 

un-joined (as per school 

policy) 

  I can use the present perfect form 

of verbs in contrast to the past 

tense. 

 I can use pronouns appropriately 

to avoid repeating the noun 

 I can express time, place and 

cause using conjunctions, adverbs 

or prepositions. 

 I can identify the main and 

subordinate clause in a sentence 

 I can use paragraphs as a way to 

group related material. 

 I can use fronted adverbials 

  I can consistently 

punctuate speech 

accurately in my 

writing. 

 I can use commas 

after fronted 

adverbials. 

 I can indicate 

possession by using 

the possessive 

apostrophe with 

plural nouns. 

14-1 14-1 14-1 14-1 

    

13-2  13-2  13-2  13-2  

  I am developing my use of specific 

nouns and powerful verbs 

 I can use a dictionary to check the 

meaning of new words 

 I am familiar with using a thesaurus to 

expand vocabulary  

 I am using a range of nouns or pronouns. 

 I can understand and identify fronted 

adverbials 

 I understand the basic rules for singular 

and plural nouns. 

 I can apply rules when using an 

apostrophe for possession. 

 

  I can write capital 

letters and digits of the 

correct size, orientation 

and relationship to one 

another and to lower 

case letters 

 I can use spacing 

between words that 

reflects the size of the 

letters. 

  I can express time, place and 

cause using conjunctions (when, 

before, after). 

 I can identify the main clauses in 

sentences I have written. 

 I can explore the use of 

adverbials. 

  I can use inverted 

commas to 

punctuate direct 

speech. 

 I can apply rules 

when using an 

apostrophe for 

possession. 13-1 13-1 13-1 13-1 

    

Terminology 
Adverb, preposition conjunction, word family, prefix, clause, subordinate clause, direct speech, consonant, consonant letter vowel, vowel letter, inverted commas (or speech marks) 



  

 

 

5 
Transcription / Word Handwriting Sentence Composition Punctuation  

End of year expectations 

 I can select from a wide range of known 

imaginative and ambitious vocabulary 

and use precisely 

 Use a thesaurus 

 Use the first three or four letters of a word to 

check spelling meaning or all of these in a 

dictionary 

 I can convert nouns or adjectives into 

verbs using suffixes [for example, –ate; –ise; 

–ify]  

 I can use verb prefixes [for example, dis–, 

de–, mis–, over– and re–]  

I can write legibly and fluently with 

increasing speed. 

 I can usually use relative clauses beginning 

with who, which, where, when, whose, that 

or with an omitted pronoun 

 I can usually  indicate  degrees of possibility 

using adverbs (perhaps) or modal verbs 

(might) 

 

 I can often use my own knowledge to plan, draft, write 

and edit my own composition 

 I can usually use a wide range of devices to build 

cohesion within and across paragraphs 

 I am developing a choice for an appropriate tone for 

my writing (informal or formal) 

 I can perform my own compositions, considering my 

audience using appropriate intonation, volume and 

movement. 

 I can use commas, brackets or dashes to 

clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 

 

 I can use commas to clarify meaning or 

avoid ambiguity  

18.3 Mastering 

I can confidently find the meaning 

and spelling of new and unfamiliar 

words 

18.3 Mastering 

I can write with increasing 

fluency and pace, at length 

18.3 Mastering 

I can select precise and appropriate 

vocabulary for a specific purpose in 

my writing  

18.3 Mastering 

My writing is considered and organized, 

reflecting the purpose of the text 

18.3 Mastering 

I can use colons, brackets and 

dashes to enhance the effect of my 

writing 
18-2  I can use the first three or four 

letters of a word to check 

spelling, meaning or both of 

these in a dictionary 

 

 I can use a thesaurus to discover 

new words and collect a variety 

of words to support writing 

 

 I can convert nouns or 

adjectives into verbs using 

suffixes [for example, –ate; –ise; –

ify]  

 

18-2  18-2  I can often use expanded noun 

phrases for effect in my 

independent writing. 

 I can use relative clauses in my 

writing.  

 I can confidently use modal verbs 

in my writing 

 I can use appropriate adverbs to 

indicate a degree of possibility.  

18-2  I can use some ideas from authors I have read, 

listened to, or seen performed in my own 

writing 

 I can sometimes précis longer passages 

 I can, with peer support, evaluate and edit by 

assessing the effectiveness of my own and 

others writing 

 I can usually propose changes to vocabulary, 

grammar and punctuation to enhance effects 

and clarify meaning 

18-2  I can always use commas, 

brackets or dashes appropriately 

and independently in my writing 

as a parenthesis  

 

 I can always use commas 

to clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity  

     

18-1 18-1 18-1 18-1 18-1 

     

17-2  17-2  17-2  17-2  17-2  

  I can spell some words on the 

Year 5/6 list 

 

 I can use a dictionary to check 

the spelling and meaning of 

words 

 

 I can use a thesaurus to apply 

wide ranging and ambitious 

vocabulary 

 

 I can convert some nouns or 

adjectives into verbs using 

suffixes [for example, –ate; –ise; –

ify]  

  

    I can sometimes show examples in 

my work of use of expanded noun 

phrases 

 I can insert a relative clause 

 I can insert modal verbs 

 I can use adverbs that indicate a 

degree of possibility (perhaps, 

surely) 

  I am beginning to develop ideas for writing, 

drawing on reading and secondary resources 

 I am beginning to organise and present my 

writing using devices that structure text and 

guide the reader 

 I can usually use the correct tense throughout 

a piece of writing 

 I am beginning to check for correct subject 

and verb agreement. 

  I can use a comma, bracket or 

dash with accuracy and 

confidence within my writing  as 

a parenthesis 

 I can use commas to clarify 

meaning or avoid ambiguity 

 

17-1 17-1 17-1 17-1 17-1 

     

16-2  16-2  16-2  16-2  16-2  

  I understand how to use further 

prefixes and suffixes 

 

 I can spell some words with silent 

letters 

 

 I can distinguish between more 

complex homophones 

 

 I can apply relevant topic 

vocabulary in my writing 

 

 I recognise  nouns or adjectives 

that have been converted into 

verbs using suffixes [for example, 

–ate; –ise; –ify]  

 

  I can write legibly and 

fluently 
   

 I am beginning to identify and 

explain how noun phrases convey 

precise information. 

 I can identify relative clauses 

 I can identify modal verbs 

 I can identify adverbs 

  I can discuss audience and purpose of writing 

to help me select the appropriate form of 

writing 

 I am beginning to draft and write by selecting 

appropriate grammar and vocabulary 

 In narratives I can describe setting, characters 

and atmosphere and am beginning to include 

dialogue 

 I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation. 

  I can identify a comma, bracket 

or dash within a text and explain 

how it is used  as a parenthesis 

 

 I can identify the  use commas to 

clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity 

16-1 16-1 16-1 16-1 16-1 

     

Terminology 
 
Modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity 



  

 

 

 

 

6 
Transcription / Word Handwriting Sentence Composition Punctuation  

End of year expectations 

 I can use a range of strategies to support accurate 

spelling in my writing 

 I can tell the difference between vocabulary typical 

of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for 

formal speech and writing [for example, find out – 

discover; ask for – request; go in – enter] 

 I can tell how words are related by meaning as 

synonyms and antonyms [for example, big, large, 

little].  

 I can choose an 

appropriate 

handwriting style 

for a particular 

task. 

I can choose the 

writing 

implement that 

is best suited for 

the task. 

 I can use the passive to affect the presentation of 

information in a sentence [for example, I broke the 

window in the greenhouse versus The window in the 

greenhouse was broken (by me)].  

 I can recognise the difference between structures 

typical of informal speech and structures 

appropriate for formal speech and writing [for 

example, the use of question tags: He’s your friend, 

isn’t he?, or the use of subjunctive forms such as If I 

were or Were they to come in some very formal 

writing and speech]  

 I can use my own knowledge to plan, draft, write and edit my own 

compositionI can use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 

within and across paragraphs : repetition of a word or phrase, 

grammatical connections [for example, the use of adverbials 

such as on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence], and 

ellipsis  

 I can choose the appropriate tone for my writing (informal or 

formal) 

 I can perform my own compositions, considering my audience 

using appropriate intonation, volume and movement 

 I can propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

to enhance meaning and improve my work. 

 

 I can use Layout devices [for example, headings, sub-headings, 

columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text]  

 

 I can use of the semi-colon, colon and 

dash to mark the boundary between 

independent clauses [for example, It’s 

raining; I’m fed up]  

 I can use a colon to introduce a list and 

use of semi-colons within lists  

 I can use bullet points to list information  

 How hyphens can be used to avoid 

ambiguity [for example, man eating 

shark versus man-eating shark, or 

recover versus re-cover]  

 

21.3 Mastering 

I am enthusiastic and curious about the etymology of new 

words 

21.3 Mastering 

I can adapt my writing 

for different purposes 

21.3 Mastering 

My writing is complex and considered and uses a variety 

of sentence structures to create precise effects 

21.3 Mastering 

I can evaluate and edit my writing, using my own and others’ 

suggestions as well as texts I have read 

21.3 Mastering 

I can use all punctuation effectively 

and accurately to create specific 

effects on the reader 

21-2  I can always use the first three or four letters of a 

word to check spelling meaning or both of these in 

a dictionary 

 I can choose to use a thesaurus to define words 

and collect a variety of words to support writing 

 

21-2  21-2  I can use the passive accurately in my work. 

 I can select appropriate formal or informal speech 

dependent on genre or audience and use the 

subjunctive forms. 

  

21-2  I can use ideas from authors I have read, listened to, or seen 

performed in my own writing 

 I can précis longer passages 

 I can evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of my own 

and others writing 

 I can propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 

to enhance effect ts and clarify meaning 

21-2  I can independently use 

semi-colons, colons and 

dashes accurately 

(boundaries and lists). 

 I can use an ellipses 

accurately in my work 

 I can use bullet 

points appropriately. 

     

21-1 21-1 21-1 21-1 21-1 

     

20-2  20-2  20-2  20-2  20-2  

  I can spell all words on the year 5 and 6 word list 

 I can independently  use a dictionary to check the 

spelling and meaning of words 

 I can tell the difference between vocabulary 

typical of informal speech and vocabulary 

appropriate for formal speech and writing [for 

example, find out – discover; ask for – request; go 

in – enter] 

 I can use words are related by meaning as 

synonyms and antonyms [for example, big, large, 

little].  

 I can always 

write legibly 

and fluently 

and within 

increasing 

speed 

  I can demonstrate how to use the passive 

to affect the presentation of a sentence. 

 I can write appropriate sentences using 

formal and informal speech. 

 

  I can develop ideas for writing, drawing on reading and secondary 

resources 

 I can organise and present my writing using devices that structure 

text and guide the reader, e.g. heading, bullet points and 

underlining 

 I can ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 

piece of writing 

 I can assure correct subject and verb agreement when using 

singular and plural. 

 I can use Layout devices [for example, headings, sub-headings, 

columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text]  

  I can use semi-colons, colons 

and dashes (boundaries and 

lists). 

 I can use an ellipses as an 

omission of a word 

 I can use bullet points to list 

information 

20-1 20-1 20-1 20-1 20-1 

     

19-2  19-2  19-2  19-2  19-2  

  I can use further prefixes and suffixes 

 I can spell many words with silent letters 

 I can always distinguish between more complex 

homophones 

 I can recognise the difference between 

vocabulary typical of informal speech and 

vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and 

writing [for example, find out – discover; ask for – 

request; go in  

 I can tell how words are related by meaning as 

synonyms and antonyms [for example, big, large, 

little]. – enter]  

     I understand how the passive affects the 

presentation of information. 

 I can identify the difference between 

formal and informal speech structures.  

  I can select the appropriate form of writing after identifying the 

audience and purpose of the writing 

 I can draft and write by selecting appropriate grammar and 

vocabulary and understand how such choices can change and 

enhance meaning 

 In narratives describe setting, characters and atmosphere and 

integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

 I can proof read for spelling and punctuation errors and to improve 

my work. 

 I can recognise how layout devices [for example, headings, sub-

headings, columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text]  

  I can identify a semi-colon, 

colons and dashes within a 

text and explain how they 

are used (boundaries and 

lists). 

 I understand that an ellipsis is 

an omission of a word. 

 I can identify how n author 

uses bullet points within a 

text. 

19-1 19-1 19-1 19-1 19-1 
     

Terminology 
Modal verb, relative pronoun, relative clause, parenthesis, bracket, dash, cohesion, ambiguity 



  
 

 FS Foundation Stage Expectations 

End of year expectations 

 I can use my phonic knowledge to write words that match their spoken sounds. 

 I can write some irregular common words. 

 I can write simple sentences that can be read by me and others. 

 I can write words that are spelt correctly or are phonetically plausible. 

3-3 Mastering 

I can write a series of simple sentences starting with a capital letter and 

ending with a full stop (with or without aids) 
3-2  I can write a simple sentence with a full stop and capital letter (W) 

 I can spell some common, single syllable words correctly in my writing. (W) 

 I can write 3 or more simple statements that can be read without my help 

and that make sense. (W) 

 

3-1 

 

2-2  

  I can produce some recognisable letters. (M & H ) 

 I can write single letters or groups of letters that represent meaning. (W) 

 I can hold a pencil effectively. (M & H ) 

 I can write my name, although some letter formations may be incorrect and 

there is a mixture of lower/upper case letters. (W) 

 I show an awareness of sequencing of letters. (W) 

 I can differentiate between different letters and symbols (W) 

2-1 

 

1-2  

  I can attempt to write things, including own name using random letters. (W) 

 I can write initial letter of own name. (M & H) 

 I can recognise mark making materials. (W) 

 I use and enjoy mark making materials. (W) 

 

1-1 

 

Step 1: 30-50 months / P4 or less) 

Step 2: 40 – 60 months / P5 and P6 

Step 3: WT ELG / P7 and P8 

End of year expectations: Early Learning Goals  

 


