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Musical 
Instrument 

Years 1 and 2 – Glockenspiel/Xylophone 

Years 3 and 4 – Recorder 

Year 5 and 6 – Ukulele  

KS1  Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

 Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music.  

 Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

KS2  Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression. 

 Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

 Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

 Use and understand staff and other musical notations. 

 Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians. 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

Year 1  Use the voice to sing, chant and speak rhymes. 

 Play tuned and untuned instruments. 

 Perform with others. 

 Clap short rhythms. 

 Create short musical patterns 

 Explore sounds. 

 Organise sounds into long/short, loud/quiet, high/low. 

 Give ideas and feelings about music using movement and dance. 

 Think about ways to improve their work. 

 Listen with concentration. 

 Recall some sounds. 

 Think about how musical ideas might be used in a song. 

 Show knowledge of how sounds can be made in different ways. 

 Invent signs and symbols for sounds. 

Year 2  Use the voice to expressively sing, chant and speak rhymes. 

 Sing songs from memory. 

 Make and control long and short sounds using the voice and instruments. 
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 Rehearse and play and perform with others. 

 Create short melodic patterns. 

 Create a sequence of long and short sounds. 

 Choose and order sounds to achieve an effect. 

 Give ideas and feelings about music using movement, dance and musical language. 

 Suggest ways to improve their own work. 

 Listen out for different types of sound. 

 Recall short patterns with increasing sound memory. 

 Suggest how musical elements might be used to show feeling within a composition. 

 Show knowledge of and how to make different sounds. 

 Use given signs and symbols for sounds. 

 Listen with concentration and understanding to music. 

 Show knowledge of how music can be used for particular purposes. 

Year 3  Sing songs in unison or in two parts. 

 Understand the importance of clear articulation. 

 Play a variety of instruments with control. 

 Show a developing awareness of what others are playing or singing. 

 Improvise rhythmic material. 

 Compose simple melodies with support. 

 Recognise and create repeated patterns. 

 Compare sounds. 

 Use some musical language to explain ideas. 

 Think about ways to improve someone else’s work. 

 Recognise changes in timbre, pitch and dynamics. 

 Use musical elements more effectively to create mood. 

 Show knowledge of how music is produced in different ways. 

 Compare different kinds of music. 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music 

Year 4  Sing songs with control of pitch and clear dictation. 

 Hold a part in a two-part round. 

 Breathe well to give a sense of phrase when singing. 

 Sing with an awareness of pulse. 

 Develop a rhythmic accuracy in the playing of instruments. 

 Create simple rhythmic accompaniments. 
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 Choose and control sounds in composition. 

 Analyse sounds and recognise changes in pitch. 

 Listen out for different types of sound. 

 Describe music using appropriate vocabulary. 

 Suggest ways to improve their own and others’ work. 

 Recall sounds with increasing aural memory. 

 Use musical elements more effectively to create an effect. 

 Show knowledge of how music is produced in different ways. E.g. using ICT. 

 Show an awareness of conventional musical notation. 

 Begin to consider, understand and appreciate how music is created and performed from different traditions, great composers and 
great musicians. 

Year 5  Sing songs with musical expression. 

 Show increased rhythmic accuracy in playing instruments. 

 Play a simple accompaniment. 

 Maintain a simple part within an ensemble. 

 Practise and rehearse performances with increasing awareness of the audience. 

 Develop rhythmic and melodic material. 

 Choose order, combine and organise musical ideas. 

 Analyse and compare a variety of sounds. 

 Explore my ideas about music using movement and dance. 

 Suggest ways to improve my own and others’ work in relation to the intended effect. 

 Remember the main features of a piece or extract of music. 

 Use musical elements more effectively to create a range of effects. 

 Understand and use some conventional musical notation. 

 Consider, understand and appreciate how music is created and performed from different traditions, great composers and great 
musicians. 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music.  

Year 6  Sing expressively and in tune in unison and in two-part songs. 

 Play a simple accompaniment on a range of instruments. 

 Maintain a part within an ensemble. 

 Practise and rehearse performances with specific awareness of audience. 

 Improvise, developing rhythmic and melodic material when performing. 

 Choose, order, combine, and organise a range of musical ideas. 

 Analyse and compare a variety of sound using musical language. 
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 Use expressive language to explain ideas about music. 

 Improve my own and others’ work in relation to its intended effect. 

 Listen to a piece of music with awareness of a specific use of a feature e.g. pitch. 

 Identify some common musical structures. 

 Use conventional musical notation. 

 Consider, understand and appreciate how music is created and performed from different traditions, great composers and great 
musicians. 

 Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 
 

 


