
ST JOHN’S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL                      

GEOGRAPHY PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 
At St John’s all pupils’ geographical education begins in the early years, building year on year to develop their expertise over time. Teachers should 

ensure that pupils’ prior knowledge is secure in order to maximise learning of both substantive knowledge (content) and disciplinary knowledge (learning 

the practices of geographers).  

 

EYFS ‘Understanding the World’ in the EYFS 
allows children to make sense of their 
physical world and community.  
 
At St John’s we aim to inspire curiosity, 
understanding and appreciation of our 
environment and the physical world 
around us.  
 
This will be achieved through offering 
children a range of first-hand experiences 
that allow them to develop their 
understanding of the world and their 
community.  
 
These include, visits to parks, museums, 
libraries and the river which runs through 
our city.  
 
Children will be introduced to wide range 
of texts including stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems which will develop 
their understanding of our culturally, 
socially, technologically and ecologically 
diverse world.  
 

Locational knowledge: 
- Navigate my way around my own immediate environment including classroom, school 

building and outdoor area.  
- Opportunities for trips out to understand local area.  
- Making observations about the natural world including what you see along your route to 

school.  
- Develop an understanding of key people within the community and where they are located 

eg site staff and where they are located.  
 
   
Human and physical geography: 

- Examine change over time including observations throughout the school including the forest 
school environment.   

- Discuss the changes in the natural world around them including seasons and the effect they 
have on weather and their environment.  

- Observe changes of the weather and record on simple charts.  
- Explore the impact of seasonal changes upon the land, water, people and wildlife eg 

hibernation.  
 
Place Knowledge: 

- Enjoy books about different locations around the world.  
- Talk to different people about where they live.  
- Analyse simple maps and relate to stories eg, ‘Dinosaurs Day Out’ by Nick Sharratt.  
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Key vocabulary: Nursery 
Weather, hot, cold, cloud, rain, frost, 
sunshine, snow, indoors, outdoors, dry, 
wet, school. 
 
Key vocabulary: Reception 
Classroom, building, map, next to, behind, 
in front of, near, far, left, right,  seasons, 
spring, summer, autumn, winter, country, 
world, same, different.  

Geographical skills and fieldwork: 
- Mark make and draw maps of classroom/outdoor learning environment.  
- Explore the local outdoor environment.  
- Use stories, non-fiction texts and maps to develop an understanding of our environment and 

location and use these to explain some similarities and difference between where we live and 
other countries.  

- Develop map skills through playing with play maps and small world resources to create 
different environments eg, farms, garages, train maps.  

- Understand the concept of position including, next to, behind, in front of in the classroom 
and wider school.  

- Discuss where they live in relation to other places eg, are they near to town, the river, 
Sainsbury’s, Canterbury Cathedral? 
 

 

KS1 
 

Locational knowledge: 
- Name and locate the world’s 

seven continents and five oceans. 
Continents – Asia, Africa, North 
America, South America, 
Antarctica, Europe, Australia 
Oceans – Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, 
Southern, Arctic.   
 

- Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 

Year 1  
Locational knowledge: 

- Analyse sources (paper and digital maps, 
aerial) to identify continents and oceans. 
E.g. World maps and atlases.   

- Locate the United Kingdom on a map and 
globe.  

- Identify the four countries of the UK and 
capital cities. 

 
 
 

Year 2  
Locational knowledge: 

- Use a map to recap where UK is and its 
four countries. 

- Recap using sources (paper and digital 
maps) to identify  the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans.   

- Identify the four countries of the UK, 
their capital cities and surrounding seas, 
discuss the significance of a capital city. 
e.g., travel, jobs, population, centres of 
trade. 
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United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas. 
 

Human and physical geography: 
- Identify seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles. 

- Use basic geographical vocabulary 
to refer to: 

- Key physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and 
weather.  

- Key human features, including: 
city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and 
shop.  

Place Knowledge: 
- Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small 

 
 
 
Human and physical geography: 

- Recognise and make observations about 
weather and seasons in the UK and 
understand the impact seasonal change 
has on us and the environment e.g. 
wildlife and our clothing.     

- Observe and record the local weather 
patterns. 

- Use basic geographical language to refer 
to human and physical features.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place Knowledge: 

- Analyse sources to develop an 
understanding of two different places in 
the UK. E.g. city and a town, city and a 
coastal town.   

- Analyse sources (photos, aerial photos 
and maps) to find key features and 
landmarks of the UK. E.g. local and well 
known landmarks.  

- Introduce positional language to 
compare well known landmarks in 
relation to one another.  

Human and physical geography: 
- Analyse world maps and atlases to 

develop an understanding that different 
parts of the world have different 
temperatures in relation to the Equator 
and North and South Poles (link to 
Africa topic).  

- Analyse maps and a range of 
photographs to identify, recognise and 
discuss human and physical features.  

- Identify and discuss the need for 
physical and human features in our 
area. E.g. cities, towns, villages, 
vegetation and farms.  

Place Knowledge: 
- Analyse sources of two contrasting 

places in the UK and a non-European 
country (link to Africa topic).  
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area of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a contrasting 
non- European country.  
 
 

 
 
 
                                               
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

- Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as well 
as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this Key Stage.  

 
- Use simple compass directions 

(North, South, East, West) and 
locational directional language 
(for example, near and far; left 
and right) to describe the location 
of features and routes on a map.  
 

- Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 

- Recognise geographical similarities and 
differences between two places in the UK. 
E.g. weather and environment.  

 
Place – UK – Canterbury and Herne Bay. 
World – Continents – Asia, Africa, North America, 
South America, Antarctica, Europe, 
Australia/Oceania 
 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

- Analyse sources, including maps (both 
paper and digital) and look closely at 
Canterbury, Kent and surrounding areas.  

- Analyse maps to recognise local 
landmarks both human and physical. E.g. 
important buildings and coastal areas.  

- Look at aerial maps of Canterbury to 
highlight key landmarks E.g. buildings, 
parks, high street and school and use basic 
directional language eg near, far, left, 
right, next to, in front of, behind.    

- Create a simple map through making 
observations and collecting data within 
their environment.  

 

- Understand geographical similarities 
and differences between two locations.  

- Understand and compare the different 
weather and lifestyles in two 
contrasting locations e.g. England and 
an African country.   

 
Place – UK – Canterbury and (Non- European 
country) - Uganda 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

- Analyse and develop an understanding 
of human and physical features of the 
local area. E.g. key landmarks.  

- Study maps and atlases to develop an 
understanding of direction (North, East, 
South, West). 

- Analyse maps and globes to locate the 
worlds 7 continents and 5 oceans.  

- Create a map using a simple key with 
symbols and compass directions.  
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landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key.  

 
- Use simple fieldwork and 

observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
ground and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding environment.  
 

Key vocabulary: 
North, south, east, west, near, far, left, 
right, country, continent, sea, ocean, 
Earth, climate, human features, physical 
features, beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather, city, 
town, village, factory, farm, house, office, 
port, harbour, shop, similar, different, 
habitat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS2 
 

Locational knowledge: 
- Locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 

Year 3 
Locational knowledge: 

- Use sources to 
identify the UK 

Year 4 
Locational knowledge: 

- Use sources to 
identify 

Year 5 
Locational knowledge: 

- Use sources to 
locate 

Year 6 
Locational knowledge: 

- Use sources to 
identify human 
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and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries and 
major cities.  

 
- Name and locate counties and 

cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time.  

 
- Identify position and significance 

of latitude, longitude, Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 

and it’s 
surrounding 
seas. 

-  Locate 
counties and 
major cities 
within the UK.  

- Use sources to 
locate local 
areas and their 
human and 
physical 
features.  

- Recognise how 
some human 
and physical 
characteristics 
change over 
time e.g. 
flooding, how it 
affects houses, 
buildings etc.   

 
   
 
 

different 
countries in 
Europe. E.g. link 
to key 
languages 
spoken in 
school.  

- Use sources to 
identify local 
areas and 
recognise 
different human 
and physical 
features in the 
UK.  

- To identify the 
difference 
between the 
Northern and 
Southern 
Hemisphere.  

 
   
 
 
 

countries in 
the world and 
major cities. 

- Use sources to 
develop an 
understanding 
of key 
topographical 
features of the 
local area e.g. 
outskirts of 
Canterbury. 

- Identify 
countries in 
the Northern 
and southern 
hemisphere.  

- Analyse 
sources to 
develop an 
understanding 
of longitude 
and latitude.  
   

 
   

and physical 
features of 
different 
countries and 
cities around 
the world.  

- Develop an 
understanding 
of how key 
topographical 
features 
change over 
time.  

- Develop an 
understanding 
of the tropics 
of Cancer and 
Capricorn.  

- Recognise and 
develop an 
understanding 
of time zones 
around the 
world.  
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time zones (including day and 
night).  

  Human and physical geography: 
- Describe and understand key 

aspects of: 
- Physical geography including: 

climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle.  

- Human geography including: 
types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of 
natural recourses including 
energy, food, minerals and water.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Human and physical 
geography: 

- Develop an 
understanding 
of the River 
Stour and how 
it is used.  

- Analyse 
different 
elements of 
physical 
geography 
(including 
rivers and 
volcanoes) and 
consider how it 
can affect 
different 
settlements.     

- Develop an 
understanding 
of local human 
and physical 
geography 
(trains, walls, 

 
Human and physical 
geography: 

- Use sources to 
develop an 
understanding 
of physical 
geography in 
local and 
surrounding 
areas. E.g. 
coastlines.  

- Compare and 
observe how 
human 
geography has 
developed and 
adapted over 
time e.g. in 
Canterbury city 
centre.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Human and physical 
geography: 

- Use sources to 
develop an 
understanding 
of physical 
geography in 
the world and 
the role it 
plays. Eg, The 
water cycle. 

- Develop an 
understanding 
of how human 
geography can 
affect the 
world both 
positively and 
negatively e.g. 
deforestation.  

- Understand 
that there are 
three major 
climate zones 
on Earth. 

 
Human and physical 
geography: 

- Use sources to 
develop an 
understanding 
of human and 
physical 
geography in 
the world and 
how they help 
areas to 
develop e.g. 
vegetation 
belts and 
climate zones. 

- Use sources to 
compare and 
analyse polar, 
temperate and 
tropical 
biomes.  

- Display an 
understanding 
of the role 
human 
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Place Knowledge: 

- Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region in 
the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country and a region 
within North or South America.  
 

-  
                                               

 
 
 
Geographical skills and fieldwork: 

- Use maps, atlases globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate counties and describe 
features studied.  

cathedral and 
workplaces). 

 
 
 
 
 
Place Knowledge: 

- Recognise 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between the 
local area and a 
region in 
Europe. E.g. 
Rome 

 
Place – Kent and Lazio 
region on the Tiber 
river.  
 
 
                                 
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place Knowledge: 

- Recognise 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
between a 
region in the UK  
and a European 
country.  

 
 
Place – South East 
coastal towns 
(Whitstable, Margate, 
Broadstairs, Deal, 
Dover, Folkestone) and 
Greece.  
 
 

Polar, 
temperate 
and tropical.  

- Compare the 
three major 
climate zones.  

 
Place Knowledge: 

- Recognise 
geographical 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between a 
location in the 
UK and a 
location in 
South 
America.  

 
Place –London and  
Rio Deja Nero.  
                          
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork: 

geography has 
in the world 
and the impact 
it has in cities. 
E.g. economy  
and trading.   
 
 

Place Knowledge: 
- Recognise 

similarities and 
differences 
between a city 
in the east and 
a city in the 
west of the 
world.  

 
 
Place – London and 
Baghdad.  
 
 
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork: 
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- Use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordinance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom 
and the wider world.  

- Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the 
human and physical features in 
the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps, 
plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies.  

 
Key vocabulary: 
North, north east, east, south east, south, 
south west, west, north west, latitude, 
longitude, equator, hemisphere, physical 
geography, human geography, climate, 
climate zones, climate change, tropical, 
temperate, polar, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, the water cycle, 
settlements, food, minerals, forest floor, 
canopy, humid, adapt, adaptation. 

- Use maps 
(paper and 
,digital, atlases 
and globes) to 
analyse human 
and physical 
features ibn 
the local area. 

- Understand 
how to record 
geographical 
findings 
through 
making first 
hand 
observations 
and collecting 
data.  

- Answer 
questions and 
represent 
findings using 
simple data 
which is 
presented in 

 
 
Geographical skills and 
fieldwork: 

- Use maps 
(paper and 
digital, atlases 
and globes) to 
recognise how 
human and 
physical 
geography has 
developed in 
the local and 
surrounding 
areas.  

- Develop an 
understanding 
of how we can 
use eight points 
of a compass.  

- Answer 
questions and 
represent 
findings using 
simple data 

- Use maps 
(paper/digital, 
atlases and 
globes) to 
locate and 
name the 
counties of 
the UK.   

- Develop an 
understanding 
of how to use 
four and six-
figure grid 
references.  

- Use fieldwork 
to present 
observations 
and be able to 
present this 
this through 
creating maps, 
plans, tables 
and graphs 
including 
digitally.   

- Use maps 
(paper/digital, 
atlases and 
globes) to 
locate counties 
and their 
geographical 
features in the 
UK. 

- Use fieldwork 
skills to 
develop an 
understanding 
of local 
geography and 
how local 
towns can 
work together. 
E.g. The Crab 
and Winkle 
Way.  

- Use fieldwork 
to present 
observations 
and be able to 
present this 
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 tables and bar 
graphs.  

- Use fieldwork 
to observe 
human and 
physical change 
in the local 
area.  

- Constructing 
maps.  

-  
 

which is 
presented in 
tables and bar 
graphs.  

- Constructing 
maps.  

- Know some 
ordinance 
survey symbols 

- Observe and 
record the 
environment 
through making 
observations, 
collecting data 
for themselves, 
analysing and 
describing their 
findings, 
comparing and 
contrasting 
these. 
 

- Interpret data 
using analysis 
to compare, 
contrast and 
make 
connections. 

- Constructing 
maps.  
 

 
 

this through 
creating maps, 
plans, tables 
and graphs 
including 
digitally.   

- Interpret data 
using analysis 
to make 
compare, 
contrast and 
making 
connections 
using what 
they know to 
inform and 
justify their 
reasoning.   

- Constructing 
maps.  
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