
ST JOHN’S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HISTORY SKILLS PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 

Year 1 
 Sequence objects identifying old and new. 
 Recognise passing of time e.g. lunchtime/home time yesterday/today a long time ago. 
 Know the difference between past and present. 
 To talk about similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. 
 With support decide how to find the answers to questions. 
 Use parts of stories to understand the features of a key event. 

Key Vocabulary: old, new, past, present, yesterday, a long time ago, day, year, month, parliament. 

Year 2 
 Ask and respond to questions about the world and ask about why things happen. 
 To compare and contrast ways of life at different times. 
 With support decide how to find the answers to questions. 
 Sequence main points of a significant event or a famous person’s life. 
 With direction use sources to find answers to questions. 
 Understand that things are represented in different ways (sources) e.g. pictures, models and artefacts. 

Key Vocabulary: past, present, artefacts, sources, compare, contrast.  

Year 3 
 Show an awareness of people, objects and places and events in the world past and present. 
 Understand that in the past people may have lived in different ways and begin to identify differences. 
 Place significant dates on a simple timeline. 
 Begin to talk about which historical sources are most useful to give us information. 
 Find information independently and use sources of information in ways that go beyond simple explanations to answer questions. 
 Understand that the past can be divided into different periods of time. 

Key Vocabulary: BC, AD, ancient, source, evidence, fossil artefact.  

Year 4 
 Observe, describe and compare objects, places, people and events and offer explanations for this. 
 Have some factual knowledge and understanding of aspects of the history of Britain and the wider world. 
 Begin to recognise differences between different periods of time. 
 To develop an understanding of cause and consequence. 
 Begin to select and combine different information from different sources.  
 Show some understanding that events and results can be interpreted in different ways. 
 Consider what sources of information can be used to answer questions and select information from sources provided. 
 Be able to describe changes over time.  
 To ask perceptive questions about the past.  

Key Vocabulary:  civilisation, empire, military, settlement, invaders, settlers, chronological, century, decade. 



Year 5 
 Observe, describe and compare showing increasing depth of factual knowledge and understanding of the influence of Britain and the wider world. 
 Be able to fit people and periods into a chronological framework. 
 Begin to produce a structured account e.g. a chronological report using dates and terms. 
 To understand cause and consequence in historical events. 
 Draw conclusions consistent with the evidence. 
 Begin to recognise continuity and changes and give reasons for these.  
 Demonstrate understanding that events, changes, people and results and be represented and interpreted in different ways and suggest reasons for this. 
 To think critically about evidence and its usefulness. 
 To ask perceptive questions about the past and follow own lines of enquiry to investigate possible answers.  

Key Vocabulary: peasantry, social, economic, philosophy.  

Year 6 
 Think critically, sifting arguments and weighing evidence of people, events, places and objects when developing and communicating ideas about Britain 

and the wider world past and present.  

 To develop own lines of enquiry. 
 Be able to describe features of past societies and periods in the context of their developing chronological framework. 
 Be able to make links between features within and across different periods. 
 Select from a range of information sources and sources of evidence in order to answer a question.  
 To evaluate sources of information and identify the most useful ones, developing perspective and judgement.  
 Recognise the links and relationships between people, places, objects and events and how they can be dependent on each other.  

 Identify changes over time and make connections between local, national, and international history as well as social, economic, military, political, 
religious and cultural histories. 

Key Vocabulary: primary, secondary sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST JOHN’S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

GEOGRAPHY SKILLS PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 

 Geographical Enquiry Communicating 

Year 1 

 Teacher led enquiries, to ask and respond to simple closed questions. 
 Use information books/pictures as sources of information. 
 Investigate their surroundings 
 Make observations about where things are e.g. within school or local area. 

 Writing - poetry, lists, expressing own views, letter. 
 Expressing own views through speaking. 
 Give simple reasons for likes and dislikes. 
 Use simple geographical  vocabulary. 

Year 2 

 Children encouraged to ask simple geographical questions; Where is it? What's it like?  
 Use NF books, stories, maps, pictures/photos and internet as sources of information.  
 Investigate their surroundings 
 Make appropriate observations about why things happen. 
 Make simple comparisons between features of different places. 

 Writing - poetry, lists, expressing own views, letter.   
 Expressing own views through speaking. 
 Give detailed reasons for likes and dislikes. 
 L2 - express views on the environment of a locality and recognise how 

people affect the environment.  
 L2 - Begin to use appropriate geographical vocabulary. 

Year 3 

 Begin to ask/initiate geographical questions. 
 Use NF books, stories, atlases, pictures/photos and internet as sources of information. 
 Investigate places and themes at more than one scale 
 Begin to collect and record evidence aided 
 Analyse evidence and begin to draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between two locations 

using photos/ pictures, temperatures in different locations. 

 Writing - poetry, newspaper, e-mail, letter 
 Identify and explain different views of people including themselves. 
 L3 - They develop the use of appropriate vocabulary to communicate their 

findings  
 Explore geographical issues through discussion or through drama using role 

play eg views on building new quarry 

Year 4 

 Ask and respond to questions and offer their own ideas. 
 Extend to satellite images, aerial photographs 
 Investigate places and themes at more than one scale 
 Collect and record evidence with some aid 
 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between locations 

photos/pictures/ maps 

 Writing - poetry, newspaper, e-mail, letter, charts, graphs 
 Identify and explain different views of people including themselves. 
 L3 - They develop the use of appropriate vocabulary to communicate their 

findings 

Year 5 

 Begin to suggest questions for investigating 
 Begin to use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. 
 Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale; contrasting and distant places 
 Collect and record evidence unaided 
 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. compare historical maps of varying scales e.g. 

temperature of various locations - influence on people/everyday life 

 Poetry, newspaper, e-mail, persuasive writing, charts, graphs, map overlays 
 Identify and explain different views of people including themselves. 
 L4 - They use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their 

investigations and communicate their findings using appropriate vocabulary. 

Year 6 

 Suggest questions for investigating 
 Use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. 
 Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale; contrasting and distant places 
 Collect and record evidence unaided 
 Analyse evidence and draw conclusions   e.g. from field work data on land use comparing land 

use/temperature, look at patterns and explain reasons behind it 

 Poetry, newspaper, e-mail, persuasive writing, charts, graphs, map overlays 
 Give increased detail of views, give detailed reasons influencing views and 

how they are justified 
L5 - They select info and sources of evidence in their investigations and present their 
findings both graphically and in writing. 

 



ST JOHN’S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 

GEOGRAPHY FIELD WORK SKILLS PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 

 Questionnaires Field sketching Photography Video/audio 
recording 

Measurement 

 
Year 1 

Listen to an adult asking another child 
or adult about familiar environments 
or activities E.g. About their home or 
holidays. 

Draw simple features they 
observe in their familiar 
environment. 
Add colour and textures to 
prepared sketches. 

Recognise a photo taken by a 
teacher as a record of what they 
have seen. 

Recognise a video/recording 
taken by a teacher as a 
record of what they have 
seen/heard. 

Use everyday language to 
describe features E.g. bigger, 
smaller than. 

 
Year 2 

Ask a familiar person prepared 
questions E.g. ‘What do you like best 
about our playground?’. 
Use a pro-forma and put ticks in 
boxes. 

Draw an outline of simple 
features they observe. 
Add colour, texture and detail to 
prepared field sketches. 
Join labels to correct features. 

Use a camera in the field with 
help to record what they have 
seen. 
Label the photo with help. 

Recognise the 
features/activities/sounds 
on a recording taken by the 
teacher. 
Operate, with help, 
recording equipment. 

Use everyday non-standard 
units E.g. hands for length. 
Counts the number of. E.g. 
children who come to school 
by car. 

 
Year 3 

Gain confidence in speaking to an 
unfamiliar person.   
Records some of what they found out 
E.g. talking to a builder about where 
materials come from. 
Use a simple database to present 
findings. 

Draw a sketch of a simple 
feature from observation or 
photo. 
Add colour, texture and detail to 
own field sketches. 
Add title and descriptive labels 
with help 

Point out useful views to 
photograph for their 
investigation. 
Add titles and labels to photos 
giving date and location. 

Point out useful 
views/sounds to record for 
their investigation. 
Watch/listen carefully to 
recordings and write what 
they find out. 

Use everyday standard and 
non-standard units occasionally 
E.g. A trundle wheel for 
metres. 
Count up to 100 E.g. for a 
traffic survey they cross 
number on a hundred square 
for each vehicle. 
Begin to organise recordings. 

 
Year 4 

Suggest questions to ask as part of an 
investigation. 
Use appropriate geographical 
vocabulary. 
Record the main points shortly after 
E.g. Asks questions to a policeman 
about road safety issues in a town. 
Use a database to present findings. 

Pick out the key lines and 
features of a view in the field 
using a viewfinder to help. 
Annotate their sketch with 
descriptive and explanatory 
labels. 
Add title, location and direction 
to sketch. 

Suggest how photos provide 
useful evidence for their 
investigations. 
Use a camera independently 
Locate a photo on a map. 
Annotate the photo. 

Suggest what to record for 
their investigation. 
Commentate on the 
recording, describing and 
suggesting explanations of 
what they see. 

Use easy to read instruments 
E.g. rain gauge or metre tape. 
Count and record different 
types at the same time using a 
tally E.g. counting types of 
shops. 
Organise results in a 
spreadsheet. 

 
Year 5 

Prepare questions for an interview. 
Use appropriate language. 
Make brief notes during an interview 
to help them make a clear record of 
the main points. 
Use a database to interrogate and 
amend information collected. 

Evaluate their sketch against 
criteria and improve it. 
Use sketches as evidence in an 
investigation. 

Make a judgement about the best 
angle or viewpoint. 
Evaluate usefulness of their 
photos. 
Use photos for their 
investigations. 

Evaluate usefulness of their 
recordings. 
Use recordings for their 
investigations. 

Select and use a range of 
measuring instruments in 
investigations. 
Design own census, pilot, with 
help, and evaluate it. 



 
Year 6 

Select interviewing as an appropriate 
method for collecting evidence. 
Decide on an appropriate 
interviewee.  
Prepare and carry out interview, 
sometimes in a formal situation. 
Evaluate the quality of the evidence. 
Use a database to interrogate and 
amend information collected. 

Select field sketching from a 
range of techniques for an 
investigation. 
Evaluate quality of the evidence 
it gives. 
Annotate sketches to describe 
and explain geographical 
processes and patterns. 

Select photography from a range 
of techniques as the most 
appropriate for the evidence they 
need. 
Evaluate the quality of the 
evidence they collect this way 

Begin to use editing 
techniques to make a 
presentation recording. 
Select recording from a 
range of techniques as the 
most appropriate for the 
evidence they need. 
Evaluate the quality. 

Select and use a range of 
measuring instruments in 
investigations. 
Design own census, pilot and 
evaluate it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST JOHN’S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ART SKILLS PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 

 Drawing Painting Colour Mixing Printing Textiles 3d Collage Knowledge 

Year 1 Draw lines of 
different shapes 
and thickness 
using pencil and 
crayon. 
 
Children are able 
to communicate 
something about 
themselves in their 
drawing. 

Use thick and thin 
brushes. 
 
Children select the 
correct brush for 
the size of area to 
be painted. 

Name all the 
colours used. 
 
Children are able 
to name all the 
main colours they 
use, including the 
shade. 
 
 

Design a printing 
block and create a 
repeating pattern. 
 
Children print 
onto paper and 
textiles using a 
variety of objects 
(sponges, fruit, 
etc) 

 Cut, roll and 
coil materials 
using tools to 
add texture. 
 
Children use 
clay, dough 
and plasticine 
to create 
models to a 
given set of 
criteria. 
 
Make a clay 
pot and join 
tow pots 
together. 
 
Children use a 
slip to join two 
pieces of clay 
together. 

Sort, cut and 
tear materials 
for collage. 
 
Children 
collect and sort 
a variety of 
materials. 
 
Use different 
materials or 
repeated 
patterns in 
collage. 
 
Children can 
discuss why 
they have 
chosen their 
materials and 
patterns. 

 

Year 2 Use charcoal, 
pencil and pastels 
for drawing. 
 
Children are able 
to create different 
tones using light 
and dark, showing 
pattern and 

Use different 
tones in painting. 
 
Children know to 
add black to make 
a colour darker 
and white to make 
it lighter. 

Mix paint using 
the primary 
colours. 
Make tints and 
tones. 
 
Children are able 
to mix red and 
yellow = orange, 

Create a print. 
 
Children are able 
to use pressing, 
rolling, rubbing 
and stamping in 
their prints. 

Weave with fabric 
and thread. 
 
Children can sort 
fabric and use it to 
weave so as to 
create a piece of 
material that they 
like. 

  Describe what 
is seen and 
liked in the 
work of 
another artist.   
 
Children can 
say what they 
like and dislike 



texture. blue and yellow = 
green and red and 
blue = purple. 
 
Children are able 
to tint by adding 
white and tone by 
adding black. 

 
Join fabrics 
together. 
 
Children can glue 
and sew fabrics 
together. 

about a 
painting and 
what they 
painting is/is 
not about. 
 
Say how 
another artist 
has used 
techniques and 
create your 
own piece in 
response. 
 
Children talk 
about how 
colour, shape 
and pattern are 
used. 

Year 3 Use sketches to 
produce a final 
piece of work. 
 
Children produce a 
set of sketches 
with explanations, 
before producing 
their final piece. 

Create a 
background using 
a wash and range 
of brushes to 
create effects. 
 
Children water 
down paints to 
create a 
background scene 
which they add to, 
creating a 
foreground. 

Know where each 
of the primary 
and secondary 
colours sit in a 
colour wheel. 
 
Children can 
discuss 
contrasting and 
similar colours 
using a colour 
when selecting 
their own colours 
as necessary. 

Make a printing 
block. 
 
Children make 
printing blocks 
and use them to 
create their own 
two colour prints. 

 Create a pop 
up. 
 
Children use 
templates and 
cut and attach 
materials 
accurately to 
give them a 3d 
effect. 
 
Sculpt with 
clay and other 
mouldable 
materials. 
 
Children use 

Cut accurately 
and overlap 
materials. 
 
Children 
experiment 
using different 
colours and 
montages 
when 
overlapping. 
 
Use ceramic 
mosaic to 
produce a 
piece of art. 
 

 



tools and their 
hands 
accurately to 
develop the 
required shape 
or form. 

Children 
arrange pieces 
of ceramic to 
create a 
particular 
image, pattern 
or effect. 

Year 4 Organise line, 
tone, shape and 
colour to 
represent figures 
and forms, using 
reflection when 
necessary. 
 
Children are able 
to explain why 
they have chosen 
specific materials 
to create tone, 
mood and feeling. 

Create moods in 
paintings. 
 
Children use 
correct colours 
and techniques to 
convey a particular 
mood, 

 Print onto 
different 
materials. 
 
Children make an 
accurate print 
design and block 
which they use to 
print onto a 
variety of 
materials. 

Use sewing to add 
detail to a piece 
of work. 
 
Children can use 
more than one 
type of stitch to 
join materials and 
add texture. 
 
Use textiles and 
sewing skills. 
 
Running stitch, 
cross stitch, back 
stitch, appliqué 
and embroidery. 

  Explore work 
from other 
cultures and 
periods of 
time.  
 
Children make 
notes about the 
techniques 
used and 
compare the 
work of 
different 
artists. 
 
Experiment 
with different 
styles which 
artists have 
used.  
 
Over time 
children are 
given the 
opportunity to 
explore and 
experiment 
with techniques 
used by 



different artists 
and use them in 
their own work. 

Year 5 Combine different 
tools to create 
drawings and 
explain why 
techniques have 
been chosen. 
 
Children choose 
from a range of 
given tools and 
select techniques 
to produce a piece 
of work in a given 
or their own style. 

Use a wide range 
of techniques in 
work. 
 
Children are able 
to discuss their 
personal style. 

 Overprint using 
different colours. 
 
Children create 
layers of prints 
using different 
colours for effect. 

 Create models 
in a range of 
scales. 
 
Children work 
in life size as 
well as 
miniature. 
 

Combine 
pattern, tone 
and shape. 
 
Children 
demonstrate 
an 
understanding 
of pattern, 
tone and 
shape and 
explain their 
choices within 
their work. 

 

Year 6 Combine different 
tools to create 
drawings and 
explain why 
techniques have 
been chosen. 
 
Children choose 
from a range of 
given tools and 
select techniques 
to produce a piece 
of work in a given 
or their own style. 

Use a wide range 
of techniques in 
work. 
 
Children are able 
to discuss their 
personal style. 

  Include both 
visual and tactile 
element in work. 
 
Children consider 
their intended 
effect and 
audience when 
selecting and 
combining 
elements for their 
work. 

  Say what or 
who work is 
influenced by. 
 
Children can 
demonstrate 
the styles and 
techniques that 
have influenced 
and informed 
their work. 

 

 

 



ST JOHN’S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
DT SKILLS PROGRESSION OVERVIEW 

 Developing 

Ideas 

Planning a 

Design 

Working with 

Tools, 

Equipment 

and materials 

Mechanisms 

and Electrical 

components 

Stiff and 

Flexible sheet 

materials 

Mouldable 

Materials 

Food Textiles Evaluating a 

Design 

Year 1 To think of 

and explain 

own ideas. 

Across all 

areas of DT. 

 

Use words 

and pictures 

to plan a 

design. 

Across all 

areas of DT. 

Work with 

simple tools. 

Children use 

scissors. 

Covered in Y2. Measure, join 

or adapt 

materials to 

create a 

strong model 

or structure. 

Roll cardboard 

to make a 

strong 

structure like 

a bridge. 

Make a strong 

model or 

structure 

using different 

materials. 

Children use 

cardboard to 

make a stiff 

design. 

Link with Art 

scheme of 

work. 

Make a strong 

model or 

structure using 

different 

materials. 

Children make 

salt dough and 

model. 

Measure, join 

or adapt 

materials to 

create a strong 

model or 

structure. 

Children roll 

clay to make a 

strengthened 

Cut food safely, 

using clean 

tools, hands 

and surfaces. 

Covered in 

Y2. 

Describe how 

things you and 

others have 

made work. 

Across all areas 

of DT. 

 



object. 

Year 2 Think of ideas 

by 

investigating 

current 

products. 

Across all 

areas of DT. 

Plan how to 

make a design 

by choosing 

suitable tools, 

materials and 

techniques. 

Children draw 

diagrams or 

write 

instructions. 

Across all 

areas of DT. 

Join materials 

in different 

ways. 

Children glue 

wooden 

pieces 

together and 

use dowel 

and peg to 

connect 

pieces. 

Make a 

product which 

moves (e.g. 

the head on 

my toy animal 

moves from 

side to side). 

Join materials 

as part of a 

moving 

mechanism. 

Children use 

split pins to 

make moving 

parts. 

Covered in Y1. Covered in Y1. Describe the 

properties of 

the ingredients 

you are using. 

See Art 

scheme of 

work.  

Make a 

product by 

gluing 

different 

textiles 

together. 

Children use 

different 

glues to stick 

materials 

together. 

Explain your 

choice of 

textiles, and 

join, measure 

and cut them 

to make a 

product. 

Say what went 

well and what 

you would 

improve. 

Across all areas 

of DT. 

Year 3 Show how a 

design meets 

a range of 

needs. 

Children 

Put together a 

step-by-step 

pan of how to 

create a 

design, using 

accurate 

Use 

equipment 

and tools 

accurately. 

Children use a 

Design a 

product which 

uses electrical 

components 

in a simple 

Work 

accurately to 

make cuts and 

holes. 

Use a hacksaw 

See Art 

scheme of 

work. 

Use a range of 

techniques to 

Explain your 

choice of 

ingredients and 

explain how 

you combine 

Covered in 

Yr4. 

Identify 

improvements 

you made 

following 

reflections on 

your design 



create own 

success 

criteria for 

design. 

 

 

diagrams and 

labels. 

Children write 

step-by-step 

instructions. 

steel rule and 

hacksaw. 

circuit. 

Children use 

bulbs and 

buzzers. 

to cut wood 

and a drill to 

create holes 

for the joins. 

shape, mould 

and finish a 

product. 

Refine or 

improve your 

product by 

remoulding 

and reshaping 

materials. 

Children use 

tools to create 

patterns on 

clay. 

them. during the 

making 

process. 

Year 4 Take a user’s 

view into 

account when 

designing. 

 

Children think 

about their 

target 

audience. 

Come up with 

a range of 

ideas and 

identify good 

points and 

drawbacks of 

each. 

 

Use a range 

of tools and 

equipment to 

ensure a high 

quality finish. 

Children use 

sandpaper to 

smooth edges 

and a glue 

gun for joints. 

Incorporate a 

switch into a 

design. 

Consider 

hydraulics and 

pneumatics. 

Children use 

switches as 

part of a 

circuit and 

syringes with 

water to make 

parts move. 

Measure and 

join materials 

accurately to 

ensure 

precision and 

that a product 

is as strong as 

possible. 

Use a jig to 

mark the 

holes on 

pieces of 

Perspex. Use a 

nut and bolt o 

join the pieces 

Covered in Y3. Present your 

product to a 

high standard, 

showing a good 

understanding 

of hygiene and 

safety. 

See Art 

scheme of 

work. 

Choose 

textiles based 

on 

appearance 

and quality, 

and join them 

in different 

ways. 

Children use 

buttons to 

join materials. 

Solve problems 

as you go to 

ensure 

appearance 

and function 

meets the 

original design 

criteria. 



together. Use a 

template to 

create parts 

of a strong 

and attractive 

textile design. 

Children 

create a 

tracing paper 

pattern to 

test for size 

before cutting 

fabric. 

Year 5 Develop ideas 

by using a 

range of 

resources of 

information, 

including 

market 

research. 

Include 

cultural and 

societal 

influences in a 

design. 

 

Children 

interview 

Work with 

constraints 

(aesthetic and 

economic) 

when 

planning a 

design. 

Work with 

precision and 

adapt 

techniques 

and tools as 

necessary. 

Children 

introduced to 

bigger tools 

such as a 

jigsaw. 

Use different 

types of 

circuit in a 

design.  

Combine 

electrical and 

mechanical 

components. 

Children use a 

cam 

mechanism to 

make a toy 

move plus a 

parallel circuit 

with a buzzer. 

Hide joints to 

make a 

product that is 

aesthetically 

pleasing. 

Glue MDF, 

hiding joins. 

Covered in Y6. Know how food 

should be 

stored and give 

reasons. 

Covered in 

Y6. 

Test and 

evaluate your 

product to 

show it is fit for 

purpose. 



target 

audience. 

Year 6 As above. As above. As above. As above. As above. Show how 

your choice of 

materials and 

moulding 

techniques 

meet the 

design criteria. 

As above. Explain how 

you could 

improve your 

product even 

further to be 

worthy of 

being sold. 

As above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST JOHN’S C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Subject  Planning 
 

Languages  KS1 
Simple phrases, numbers to 10, colours – songs, rhymes and games 
Take 1 for support  
KS2 
QCA schemes of work (green folders) 
Supplemented by Tout le Monde/2Simple  

Science  Kent schemes of work (in purple files)  

RE http://www.canterburydiocese.org/childrenandschools/re/reschemesofwork/  
Diocese plans  

PE Premier Sport write the plans in collaboration with you, these are shared via a portal.  

Computing   

PHSE  http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20110809101133/nsonline.org.uk/node/87009  
SEAL  

Music  Miss Davies writes the plans for your class – please ensure you collect a copy for your files. Observe your class being taught 
music to support your professional development.  
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